Thoughts on X2 nw19:

NOY |2{71 N'7'n N1 and identifying as a member of 7x W' 990!

While 7"tn label the declaration of wTn WX as the n1IWKT NIxn, clearly in context this
is all really part of the n09 |277. It is worth noting that this first nixn of N09 |277 which
W 7D gets has many parallels to n'7'n N2 the first nixn which bnNax was given.
They are each the only two nwy niixn which have an waiy, with the punishment being
n.

Each of these two NiI¥n in a very real way separates us from the world around us. In
the case of Nn'7'm N1, as 7"7n describe the inner struggle of DA, that maybe now
after this nixn is part of what it means to be a believer he will have more trouble
gaining followers. Later in the time of the D11’ clearly this nixn and its symbolism
served as the dividing line between us and the Greek world. When a certain other
religion wished to gain many followers in the pagan world, it dropped the need for n'7'n.

Similarly, the n09 |20 is a dividing line between us and the n'™xn. As qoI' introduced
his brothers to ny19 as a way of keeping them at a distance he reminded them to stress
the fact that they have been sheepherders as [XX nyIN 75 Dx¥n NAvIN 2. Again when
NY19 seems ready to let the Jews brings their D'nAaT following the 21Ny Ndn, Nnwn again
says that this would not be good as 'n? N2t DNxXN NAVIN D 2 NIWYY 121 X7. When
they brought the n09 277 in Egypt, unlike any time in the future, it was necessary to
put the blood on the n'an NITIT as a statement that they are identifying publicly as
Jews, not afraid to show the Egyptians what they are willing to do for 'n. Were a Jew to
have offered the N09 |2117 and not put the blood in that public spot he would not have
been part of D'"x¥xn N7INa.

The fact that these two niixn serve to separate us from the world around us is really not
the issue, the issue is that they are the ways that we do identify as Jews and with 'n, and
we are not so concerned how this will affect our dealings with the outside world. It is
for this reason that there is a consequence for refusal to participate in each of these two
nixn, namely n'myn nndal. It seems almost natural that one who does not want to be
part of his people should be cut off from his people. It also is understood why a person
who refuses to have a n'7' N2, or a parent who refuses to give one to their son
cannot participate in the N0 |217. Perfection as a Jew is not expected for any nixn,
there is no such thing as one being a prerequisite for others, including participation in
the no® 217, but one must fully identify as one; refusal to be part of n'7'n N2 means
one is refusing to be a fully identifying Jew.

Perhaps it is for this same reason that even Jews who are far from tradition do
participate in these two Nniixn in overwhelming percentages; they too wish to identify



and be part of the Jewish people [and while they may not be done in all of their details
[*T21 N T, and the N0 7w 1T0 is in place of the N0S |21y, still the idea is fully valid].

The role of these two niixn as the symbols of identification is further highlighted by the
process of NIN'A. To become a member of 78 W' 770 means having a n7'n nM.
Lacking this one cannot be deemed a member of the DnNaX vI1. [Perhaps it is for this
reason that even a 71nn "M21 must have N2 DT NoD0N.]

A similar idea is found for no9 |27 as well. In IN%7yna nwNo following the laws of Noo
Y it says NWY' |2 109WUNDI NOSN NZND 'N7 NOD NWYI 1A DONX 1A' DI, The |"an
points out that even though this same idea seems to have been expressed in N2 NWN9,
one might think that in X2 it is speaking to the 21 21V and others who may have joined
78 W' M1 as they left Egypt, but it would not apply to future nma. So the idea is
repeated in YNI17YN2 to teach that throughout history anyone who wishes to join with
8w 99D must identify with our history and our becoming a nation through noo ja0p.
The role of N09 |2177 as a sign of identity for the 72 is seen even more strongly in the
words of "w1 who writes '1a1 7"n ;T no9 nwy' 1mannn 73 7101, teaching that had the
NN not told us otherwise we might have thought that this would be an immediate
requirement following his Nnin'a since the new Jew now had to take this step of public
identification.
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